Romeo and Juliet Study Guide 


NAME KEY
Act IV

I. Vocabulary

Lament sadness
Shroud sheet to wrap a dead body
Dismal gloomy
Vial small bottle 
Loathsome disgusting
II. Questions 

Scene 1: 

1. Why is Friar Laurence reluctant to marry Paris and Juliet? Too soon and Juliet is already married
2. How does Paris explain the sudden haste of the marriage plans? Get over Tybalt’s death
3. What is ironic about the conversation between Juliet and Paris? She says she be Paris’ wife after their marriage, knowing she will not marry Paris
4. If Friar Laurence cannot help her, what does Juliet threaten to do? Kill herself
5. Why does Friar Laurence think that Juliet will accept his plan? She wants to die without Romeo anyway, so it doesn’t matter if the poison kills her
6. Describe the plan.  Juliet will drink poison so people think she is dead and does not have to marry Paris.  Friar will send a letter to Romeo telling him that Juliet is actually alive and that Romeo should come to “save her”.  Then Romeo and Juliet can be together. 
Scene 2: 

7. What does Juliet say that makes her father happy? She will marry Paris
8. How does Capulet change the wedding plans?  What implication does this have? Move the wedding to tomorrow morning so Juliet can’t change her mind. Capulet knows Juliet does not want to marry him. 
Scene 3: 
9. How does Juliet show her maturity and independence in this scene? Tells everyone to leave her alone (instead of having them stay and help her)
10. If the potion does not work, what will Juliet do? Kill herself
11. What are some of the fears Juliet has about the potion? Too strong and kill her instead of putting her to sleep
Scene 4:

12. What is happening in this brief scene? Juliet is dead and the family learns the news
Scene 5:

13. Describe the imagery Shakespeare uses in describing Juliet’s “death.” “Frost upon the sweetest flower of the field”
14. What does Friar Laurence say to the Capulet family? Juliet is in a better place (heaven)
15. What are the Capulets now preparing for? funeral
