Million-Dollar Speech



Name____________________

You--yes,you-- have just won one million tax-free dollars!  Your assignment is to search the Internet, newspapers, and/or catalogs to spend every single penny of that money!  You need to keep a list of what you bought, details describing each item, and how much each item costs.  Your grand total must be $1,000,000!  (You can donate any leftover odd amount to your English teacher!)  Finally, in the end, you must write an outline about what you bought.  Then you will tell the class what you purchased with your money.  I recommend starting by finding a house to buy.

You can search for a house online.  For example, go to www.siouxfallsrealestate.com.  (You need the www.)  Click on "Home Search."  Then you decide where in the Sioux Falls area you'd like to live, how many bedrooms and bathrooms you'd like, a price range, etc. and a selection of homes will appear.  Please do this just so you can see how this process works--even if you do not want to live in Sioux Falls.  Then you can search for online real estate websites in other states or countries.  Juffer.com will give you real estate in Lake Andes, Pickstown, and the area.  Nicehouseforsale.com, Homes.com, Realestate.com, realtor.com, homeseeker.com, logcabinsforsale.com, etc. have listings across the US.  You can click on the state that interests you to do a home search. Other interesting sites are www.privateislandsonline.com and www.castles-for-sale.com  

The purpose of this assignment is to spark your creativity, have fun in English (like always!), practice your researching skills, practice your technology skills, and practice your outlining and speaking skills.  (You'll also be practicing your math skills!  The computer has a calculator.)  Also, remember that the items that you purchase will be NOUNS; the descriptions of these nouns will be ADJECTIVES (depending on how they're used.)  

First, keep a list of what you bought, a great description of it, and how much it cost.  Copy  one picture of each item so you can make a PowerPoint showing your purchases for a visual aid during your speech.  (Review your presentation BEFORE presenting it to the class.)  Once you've spent the money, then turn it all into an outline.  (Start a new heading whenever you switch topics.)  Example:

I.  House

    A.  Cost

    B.  Location

    C. Description

         1.  Square footage

         2.  Number of bedrooms

         3.  Number of bathrooms

         4.  (Various other house details)

II. Vehicle

    A. Type

    B. Price

    C. Description

Keep going with your outline.  Whenever you have a 1, you must have a 2; whenever you have an A, you must have a B.  See page 250 in your speech book for more detailed information, but instead of writing complete sentences, write brief phrases for a topical outline.

$1,000,000 Speech Outline

This outline is an example.  You may change it to fit your purchases or come up with your own.  Remember:  Whenever you have a 1, you must have a 2; whenever you have an A, you must have a B.  See page 250 in your speech book for more detailed information, but instead of writing complete sentences, write brief phrases for a topical outline.  If you would rather use notecards, that’s fine.  Just don’t write in complete sentences!  In order to get an A, you must have a visual aid.

Title: __________________________________________________________________________________

Introduction (Start with questions, a little story, an inspiring quote, etc.)
Thesis: If I had one million dollars, I would buy/I would spend it on….

I.  House

     A.  Location

     B.  Cost

     C. Description

         1.  Square footage

         2.  Number of bedrooms

         3.  Number of bathrooms

         4.  Other house details

II. Vehicle

      A. Type

      B. Price

      C. Description

III. 

IV.  

V. 

REMEMBER A CONCLUSION!

